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SAN DIEGO CHARGERS PRO BOWLER SHAWNE MERRIMAN HOSTS 

LIGHTS ON COMEDY JAM, BENEFIT WEEKEND: JUNE 29 – JUNE 30, 2007

The Inaugural Lights On Comedy Jam Weekend will Feature Great Comedy and Live 

Music along with a Day of Football Training and Community Day of Restoration

Proceeds will Benefit the Lights On Foundation, Supporting the San Diego Salvation Army 

and the Alpha Project for the Homeless

SAN DIEGO, June 14, 2007 – Known to give “Lights Out” to his NFL opponents and 

create a storm of entertainment on the football field, San Diego Chargers Pro Bowler 

Shawne Merriman will host the Lights On Comedy Jam Weekend, starting June 29 

through June 30, 2007.  With this inaugural Comedy Jam, title sponsored by Vemma 

Nutrition (  HYPERLINK "http://vemma.com" http://vemma.com ), Merriman intends to 

create a charitable impact comprised of a kid’s football clinic, restoring the local 

community, and the signature comedy jam that will be open to the public.  The two-day 

charitable event will benefit Shawne Merriman’s Lights On Foundation while supporting 

both The Salvation Army and the Alpha Project for the Homeless.

The Lights On Foundation supports charitable organizations throughout the country that are 

providing assistance to homeless families.  In addition to the Comedy Jam Weekend, 

Merriman will also host a similar event in Washington, D.C. in July of this year.  Although 

Shawne has received accolades for his football talent, he has never forgotten what it felt like 

when he was homeless several times during his youth.   Because of this Merriman has 

donated thousands of dollars to homeless programs, and he wants to continue to give and 



demonstrate support.  
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The Lights On Comedy Jam is comprised of the following public and 

private events:

Public Event

Comedy Jam   Saturday, June 30, 2007 from 8:30 pm – 11:30 pm Pacific Time

Over 1500 guests will enjoy the signature event of the weekend, the Comedy Jam, hosted 

by comedian Alex Thomas (Comedy Central’s “Comedic Blend” and new show this Fall, 

“The Talent Agency”) and live music by DMC (of the pioneer hip-hop group Run-DMC).  

Other top performers include Kathleen Madigan (Voted Best Female Standup, “Last 

Comic Standing”, “Comedy Central”, “Jay Leno Show”), Chris Spencer (“Def Comedy 

Jam" and "Delta Farce”), Michael Blackson (“Def Comedy Jam” and “Next Friday”) and 

Antoine Blackman (“Comic View” and “Access Granted”).  Additional live reggae by 

619Lexington.  There will also be a live and silent auction featuring autographed sports 

memorabilia, golf outings, and trips. 

Tickets for the Comedy Jam are available to the public for $56 and can be 

purchased now at  HYPERLINK "http://www.ticketmaster.com" 

www.ticketmaster.com as well as at the House of Blues Box Office on 5
th

 Ave, San 

Diego.

The Comedy Jam will take place at 4
th

 and B, located at 345 B St., San Diego, CA 92101

Private Events

Kids Football Clinic   Friday, June 29, 2007 from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Pacific Time

San Diego-area kids ages 8-12 will have a chance to participate in a free football clinic 

where they will receive top instruction by Shawne Merriman and other players/celebrities.  

200 kids are being selected by The Salvation Army, the Alpha Project and the Monarch 

School.

The football clinic will take place at The Salvation Army Kroc Community Center, located 

at 6845 University Avenue, San Diego, CA 92115.  

VIP Reception   Friday, June 29, 2007 from 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm Pacific Time

This is an invitation only event, including celebrity guests and sponsors.  

The VIP reception will take place at Stingaree, located at 454 Sixth Avenue, San Diego, 

CA 92101.  This reception will be held on Stingaree's Rooftop Oasis, featuring eight 

cabanas, a fire pit and lounge.

Community Day   Saturday, June 30, 2007 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm Pacific Time

Sponsors and celebrities will work hand-in-hand to restore and paint the Children’s 

Learning Center at The Salvation Army Door of Hope, a transitional living complex for 



homeless mothers and their children.  The Alpha Project for the Homeless will also 

participate.

This event will take place at The Salvation Army Door of Hope, 2799 Health Center Drive, 

San Diego, CA 92123.
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“I’m excited to host the Lights On Comedy Jam Weekend – the first time ever – and to 

have it benefit charitable organizations that do such great things in the community,” said 

Merriman. “There are community football camps everywhere, which are very important, 

and families love.  But I also wanted to organize the comedy show in order to provide 

unique blend of pro-athletes and onstage entertainers and bring it back each year to the San 

Diego community.  This will be one of many events my Foundation has planned for the 

year”.

Shawne Merriman’s Lights On Comedy Jam would like to thank Vemma Nutrition for 

their contribution and efforts as the presenting sponsor, as well as the San Diego Marriott 

Gaslamp Quarter Hotel (the official hotel partner), Jet Blue (the official airline) and 

Symbolic Motors.  Additionally, strong support has been provided by the following:  4
th

 

and B, Stingaree, Sports Illustrated, Clear Channel and Rock 105.3, KUSI, Cox Cable, 

Barona Valley Ranch Resort & Casino, Dane Oliver, Hudson Printing, Advanced 

Ophthalmology Institute, ResorTime.com, San Diego Chargers, San Diego Hall of 

Champions, Sycuan Resort and Casino, and Waitt Family Foundation.  Information and 

links to the sponsors are below.

“There have been such great support by Shawne Merriman and the Lights On Foundation, 

and we are excited to witness the collaborative efforts from the athletes, celebrities and 

sponsors in the upcoming weeks, said Col. Doug O’Brien, Divisional Commander of The 

Salvation Army.  “Not only will it be a fun and energetic weekend, but visible opportunities 

in the community that will hopefully lead to more funding for our shelters of the many 

families we touch.” 

============

ABOUT the Salvation Army

The Salvation Army has been in San Diego since 1887, helping those in need through its 

holistic ministry and programs. The Salvation Army serves children, single mothers with 

children, families, seniors and the homeless and is motivated by the love of God and a 

concern for the basic needs of humanity, regardless of race, color, creed, gender or age.  

Donations to The Salvation Army are tax-deductible. For more information, please visit  

HYPERLINK "http://www.sandiego.salvationarmy.org/" http://

www.sandiego.salvationarmy.org/.

ABOUT the Alpha Project for the Homeless

Operating for over twenty years in San Diego, Alpha Project for the Homeless is a 

nonprofit human services organization that serves over 4,000 men, women, and children 

each day with affordable housing, HIV/AIDS outreach and prevention, residential 



substance abuse treatment, emergency shelter, transportation assistance, employment 

training, preparation and placement, emergency shelter, and community services. Donations 

to Alpha Project are tax-deductible. For more information, please visit  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.alphaproject.org/" http://www.alphaproject.org/.

ABOUT Vemma Nutrition 

Quite possibly the most powerful liquid antioxidant program in the world!  

Vemma Nutrition's parent company, New Vision is a revolutionary leader in health and 

wellness. With over $1 billion in total retail sales, this company helped pioneer liquid 

nutrition over 10 years ago by introducing the #1 selling liquid mineral supplement in 

North America.  For more information, please visit  HYPERLINK "http://vemma.com" 

http://vemma.com.
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ABOUT the San Diego Marriott Gaslamp Quarter Hotel

Marriott’s newest San Diego Hotel! The chic San Diego Marriott Gaslamp Quarter hotel is 

ideally located in the historic Gaslamp district. With 306 elegantly appointed guest rooms & 

suites with luxurious bedding, state-of-the-art technology, flat-screen televisions, & High-

Speed Wireless Internet access throughout the hotel. For more information, please visit  

HYPERLINK "http://www.sandiegogaslamphotel.com/" http://

www.sandiegogaslamphotel.com/

ABOUT Jet Blue Airways

JetBlue Airways is dedicated to bringing humanity back to air travel. We strive to make 

every part of your experience as simple and as pleasant as possible. Unfortunately, there are 

times when things do not go as planned. If you’re inconvenienced as a result, we think it is 

important that you know exactly what you can expect from us. That’s why we created our 

Customer Bill of Rights. These Rights will always be subject to the highest level of safety 

and security for our customers and crewmembers. For more information, please visit  

HYPERLINK "http://jetblue.com" http://jetblue.com.

ABOUT Symbolic Motors 

Symbolic Motors is San Diego County's exclusive factory-authorized sales and service 

dealer for fine exotic cars and luxury cars by the world's most prestigious auto 

manufacturers. Officially, our dealership names are: Bentley of San Diego; Rolls-Royce of 

San Diego; Lamborghini of San Diego; Lotus of San Diego; Spyker of San Diego; Saleen 

of San Diego and Bugatti of San Diego.  For more information, please visit  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.symbolicmotors.com/" http://www.symbolicmotors.com/.

Additional Supporters:

4
th

 and B ( HYPERLINK "http://www.4thandb.com/" http://www.4thandb.com/)

Stingaree ( HYPERLINK "http://www.stingsandiego.com/" http://

www.stingsandiego.com/)

Sports Illustrated ( HYPERLINK "http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/" http://

sportsillustrated.cnn.com/) 

Clear Channel and Rock 105.3 ( HYPERLINK "http://www.rock1053.com/" http://

www.rock1053.com/) 

KUSI ( HYPERLINK "http://www.kusi.com/" http://www.kusi.com/) 

Cox Cable ( HYPERLINK "http://www.cox.com/" http://www.cox.com/) 

Barona Valley Ranch Resort & Casino ( HYPERLINK "http://www.barona.com/" http://

www.barona.com/) 

Dene Oliver ( HYPERLINK "http://www.olivermcmillan.com/" http://

www.olivermcmillan.com/) 

Hudson Printing ( HYPERLINK "http://www.hudsonprinting.com/" http://



www.hudsonprinting.com/) 

Advanced Ophthalmology Institute ( HYPERLINK "http://www.neweyes.com/" http://

www.neweyes.com/) 

ResorTime.com ( HYPERLINK "http://www.resortime.com/" http://www.resortime.com/) 

San Diego Chargers ( HYPERLINK "http://www.chargers.com/" http://

www.chargers.com/) 

San Diego Hall of Champions ( HYPERLINK "http://www.sdhoc.com/" http://

www.sdhoc.com/) 

Sycuan Resort and Casino ( HYPERLINK "http://www.sycuanresort.com/" 

www.sycuanresort.com/) 

Waitt Family Foundation ( HYPERLINK "http://www.waittfoundation.org/" http://

www.waittfoundation.org/) 
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